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THE NECESSITY OF FELLOWSHIP AMONG BRETHREN 

Etymologically, the word fellowship stem from the Greek word Koinonia 

which means “Communion”. It conveys the idea of sharing together or 

having things in common. Fellowship may be defined as the coming 

together of believers with the aim of worshipping God and building up 

one another in the faith (Heb. 10:25). It is the beautiful relationship of 

faith that connects true Christians to God and to one another. Fellowship 

with God should form the foundation of fellowship with one another (I 

Jn. 1:3, 7). 

We find from scriptures that fellowship was one of the five major 

devotions of the early Church that made it to experience unprecedented 

growth in membership as well as manifestation of the power and Spirit of 

God. They also preached, prayed, practiced the ordinances, baptism and 

the Holy Communion, and they continued together in one accord (Acts . 

2:40-42). We see the impact of the activities of the early Church resulting 

in signs and wonders, godly fear, favour and numerical growth (Acts. 

2:44-47).  The passage above seems to be an indictment on where today’s 

church is failing and why it has little power compare to the early church. 

Today’s church is in dire need of such communion in order for it to 

experience true power, blessing and expansion. What we share in 

common is the basics for fellowship. As Christians, we have a common 

bond of God’s love that knit us together, common salvation and faith, 



common goal-which is to make heaven. We also belong to a common 

body, that is, the body of Christ, with Jesus as the head and we as 

members of the body and members one of another (Colo. 1:18, Eph. 4:4-

6, 1Cor. 12:12-31, Jude. 3). More so, the body of Christ defines our true 

family as Christians (Mtt. 12:46-50). This understanding should inspire 

us for regular fellowship. 

The need for constant fellowship among brethren cannot be 

overemphasized. It is a means of our sanctification (1Jn. 1:7, Jn. 17:17). 

As we fellowship with one another, we are cleansed by the blood of Jesus 

and by the word of God. Fellowship enhances our being built up, lifted 

up, and comforted in our spirit. That is, we are edified and exhorted. This 

is the primary purpose of fellowship among brethren (Heb. 10:25, Prov. 

27:17, 1Cor. 14:26). As we agree in prayers with one another, there is 

speedy answers and blessings. As we unite in faith , we are able to 

overcome greater opposition (Eccle. 4:9, 12, Mtt. 18:18-19, Ps. 133). 

Fellowship borne out of true love and unity, can bring the greatest 

increase ever to the church in terms of large godly membership (Acts. 

4:47). Regular fellowship ensures that we are able to restore backsliding 

brethren back to the faith, strengthen the weak and comfort the hurting 

(Gal. 6:1-2). Fellowship in the area of follow up and visitation can give 

the opportunity to know about the welfare of the brethren, and to 

minister to their needs (Acts. 15:36). More so, as we fellowship with one 

another, we share grace, that is, favour and spiritual blessings (2 Cor. 

13:14). 

Today, too much involvement in worldly activities and the cares of this 

life poses the greatest challenge to regular fellowship among brethren. 

The first priority in our lives as Christians must be Jesus Christ if we are 

to make heaven and live a happy and fulfilled life. God’s word 



admonishes that Christ should have the preeminence in all things. When 

we put Christ first, everything else will fall into its proper place (Colo. 

1:18, Mtt. 6:33). As we practice constant communion and engage in the 

other godly activities that make for sound doctrine, we would experience 

true power, blessing and expansion as it happened in the early church. 

God bless you 

 


